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TALKS OVER THE ISSUE OF; COMMUNIST VIETNAMESE . USE OF CAMBODIA; AS 

A SANCTUARY.' ’ ^ ; : ^ 

. CAMBODIA *S CHIEF OF STATE, DESCRYING HIS COUNTRY AS "CAUGHT. ' 


3ETWEEN THE HAMMER AND THE ANVIL," SAID HE WOULD WELCOME AN ENVOY 
FROM THE PRESIDENT TO DISCUSS THE SITUATION. SPEEDY DISPATCH 


OF SUCH A U.S. SPOKESMAN APPEARED LIKELY. 

SIHANOUK’S STATEMENTS WERE PUBLISHED TODAY IN A COPYRIGHTED 
WASHINGTON POST STORY BASED ON HIS REPLIES THRUSDAY TO QUESTIONS 


POSED BY POST CORRESPONDENT STANLEY" K ARNO W. 

IN RESPONSE TO OTHER QUESTIONS PUT BY KARNOW, IN A CABLE, SIHANOUK 
SAID HE WOULD NOT. INTERVENE MILITARILY TO STOP U.S. TROOPS FROM 
ENTERING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CAMBODIA IN SO -CALLED HOT PURSUIT 


OF NORTH VIETNAMESE OR VIET CONG .FORCES. . 

U.S. OFFICIALS WERE REPORTED SURPRISED AND. PLEASED WITH THIS 
STATEMENT, WHICH CAME ONLY A WEEK AFTER THE PRINCE SPURNED A U.S. 

BID FOR JOINT EFFORTS TO STOP VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST USE OF 
NEIGHBORING CAMBODIA AS A SANCTUARY. 

•AT THAT TIME, SIHANOUK DENOUNCED THE UNITED STATES AND ALL. BUT v 
BRANDED IT AN AGGRESSOR IN ’SOUTHEAST ASIA. .; ; j. - • 

SPECULATION WAS JOHNSON MOST LIKELY WOULD. SEND. AVERELL HARRTMAN, 
U.S. AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE, TO TALK WITH SIHANOUK.’- IN THE INTERVIEW, 
SIHANOUK MADE CLEAR HE ALSO • WOULD WELCOME SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER - 
MIKE. MANSFIELD, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS. A "JUST AND COURAGEOUS MAN. . 
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W ASH I N6 TON — ADD U . S . -V I ETN AM C 3 ) 

• bVt HE SAID IF VLARGE COMMUN 1ST UNITS ARE IN FACT ENTERING CAMBODIA 
"AND -IF LIMITED COMBAT BREAKS OUT BETWEEN- AMERICAN AND VIETNAMESE 
FORCES i:'vBOTH---TLLEG ALLY- IN G AMBO DI A ,- IT- GO ES- W ITHO UT SAYING- THAT ;;.| 
VE'::WOULD,tNOT--aNTERVENE : .MILITARILY. w ^.;^»^ r ;^ 

, -,; ( WH ILE^STATING HE WOULDN ’T SEN D CAMBODIAN- FORCES AGAINST, TROOPS 

CROSSING HIS BORDER IN HOT ; PURSUIT ACTIONS,. "SIHANOUK ADDED: 

v: > "HOWEVER » t IF : SER IP USi INCURSIONS- OR BOMB INGS ARE - COMM ITTED AGAINST 

OUR BORDER ‘"REG IONS ^INH AB ITED B Y-^ CAMBODI ANS. - vl. DECLARE .-VERY^CLEARLY^.^-^^^^. 

TOATvSE°W0ULD^N0?iHESITATE TO ' STRIKE BACKUS .STRONGLY-, AS: TOSSIBI^^^^^ 

WITH 'AIRCRAFT,- TANKS- AND: .INFANTRY." • / v 

AND IN THE. CASE OF, AGGRESSION , HE SAID, CWiMDIA WULF DEMAND . ? £•*.-. 

tm^reaqttd mti TTARY 'AID FROM RED CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION . IN ;V -- - 
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WASHINGTON — ADD U.S. -VIETNAM C10) 

THE USE OF THESE SANCTUARIES IS VIEWED IN WASHINGTON AS A MATTER 

° F PRES IDENT^ JOHN SON ^S^ADVISERS ARE REPORTED SPLIT ON WHETHER THE_'__' 
UN ITED 'STATES SHO ULD USE "HOT PURSUIT " AND /SEARCH “DESTROY, TACTICS. 
AGAINST THE ENEMY ‘HIDEOUTS BEYOND THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE BORDERS. ' ^ 
^sSmMtATE DEPARTMENT: AN D OTHER C IV I L IAN OFF I C I ALS SAY 1 PR IV ATELY.^ ; 
THEY -BELIEVE 1 THE' COST. WOULD BE TOO HIGH ."IN TERMS OF- WORLDWIDE_ 
POLITICAL REACTION, BUT MILITARY' MEN SAY /THE PROBLEM'. WILL . HA^E. J^O ^ ^ 




^^HE^SAID:* C/^lBO DI A "WOULD NOT TOLERATE' THE CROSSING OF ITS. BORDERS o; y 
BY TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, WHICH HE CALLED "OUR TRADITIONAL 
EXPANSIONIST ENEMY." - HE SAID HE HAD LEARNED THE . PENTAGON IS> _ ---. 
CONSIDERING- THE EMPLOYMENT- OF : THE SAIGON ARMY FOR EVENTUAL INCURSIONS 

^^DESPITE SIHANOUK’S EXPRESSED DOUBTS, UiS .. OFFICIALS BELIEVE . / 

COMMUN 1ST TROOPS BY THE THOUSANDS MAKE PERIODIC USE OF CAMBODIA 

AS A -SANCTUARY. ' . 

PES09AES DEC. 29 
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THE DOMINANT WASHINGTON VIEW AT THE MOMENT APPEARS TO BE THAT ...... 

IF SECRETARY OF. STATE DEAN RUSK CANNOT GET A DIPLOMATIC SOLUTION--, 

AT A MINIMUM SOME UNDERSTANDING WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF PRINCE 
SIHANo5K--raEllDlNT JOHNSON WILL HAVE TO DECIDE IN THE FIRST MONTHS 
OF THE NEW YEAR WHAT U.S. MILITARY ACTION MAY BE TAKEN. 

F THIS ISSUE, WHICH CARRIES THE RISK OF EXPANDING THE WAR IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA IN 1968, IS ONE OF VARIOUS UNPREDICTABLE POSSIBILITIES 
OF THE NEW YEAR. ANOTHER IS THE OUTLOOK FOR PEACE -OR AT LEAST PEACE 

TALKS, y ' „ • 
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